[Gene therapy--its present status and future direction].
Remarkable progress in molecular biology has succeeded in developing gene therapy that is applicable in patients with a poor prognosis. At the Annual Meeting of Japanese Pharmacological Society this spring, the symposium entitled "Gene therapy: its present status and future direction" was held and this produced fruitful results. The symposium covered the following five topics, introduction to gene therapy, ischemic diseases, intractable heart failure, metastatic long cancer, ADA deficiency, which were presented by Drs. Y. Kaneda, Osaka Univ.; M. Aoki, Osaka Univ.; T. Kawada, Niigata Univ.; T. Fujiwara, Okayama Univ. and Y. Sakiyama, Hokkaido Univ., respectively.